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The Glassmakers Daughter 
by Dianne Hofmeyr 
 
 
About the Book 
Daniela, The Glassmaker’s Daughter, is always miserable despite being surrounded by 
beauty. Her despairing father offers to build a beautiful glass palace for the person who 
can make her smile.  A stream of people travel from far and wide to try their luck but 
mask makers, lion tamers and magicians cannot raise a smile from the princess. It is a 
humble apprentice with the first looking glass who gets Daniela to smile – at her own 
grumpy reflection! Rich illustrations and a powerful message about happiness lying 
within make this a great picturebook for young readers to savour. 
 
Reasons for Book Selection 
Diane Hofmeyr’s lyrical text reads aloud well and is at a challenging level for year 2. 
However, repeatedly rereading to develop familiarity with the text will increase the 
children’s fluency. They will be introduced to literary language and to challenging 
vocabulary, which they can explore at a deeper level. Although this is an original story, 
the traditional structure and tropes allows children to make connections with other 
stories that they know. World knowledge is built through the Venetian setting and 
introduction to glass making/blowing. Jane Ray’s sublime illustrations support and 
extend the text providing greater contextual knowledge for the children to explore. The 
expressiveness provides a great starting point for exploration of character using a range 
of drama strategies. There are also opportunities to teach visual language and to 
explore technique, particularly with regard to the painting of the glass palace.  

 
Suggested length of unit  
3 - 4 weeks. 

 
 

 

 

  
 

  

BOOK:   The Glassmakers Daughter 
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 KEY STAGE:  KS1 
 

  

 

  
About the Author and Illustrator  
Dianne Hofmeyr lives in London but grew up between  
the sea and mountains on the southernmost tip of Africa.  
Wherever she travels she is forever snapping images,  
drawing maps, sketching, collecting scraps of paper…  
hoping somewhere to find the thread of a story.  
Jane Ray, who has been nominated for the Hans  
Christian Andersen Award by IBBY is well known for her  
distinctive children’s book illustrations. She lives in North  
London with her husband and three children and works  
in a studio at the end of the garden.   
 
A note about ‘lessons’ 
Our lessons are organised as meaningful chunks of learning. Most of them will fit a 
standard 45 minute to 60-minute session. However, some of them are shorter 
sessions and others will run for a series of linked sessions. We have indicated these 
where appropriate. 
 
It is anticipated that you will not teach all the lessons but select those that suit the 
needs of your class. 

 
Note about page numbers 
This book does not have page numbers. For ease of reference we have numbered the 
pages starting with ‘One by One…’ as page 1. You may want to lightly pencil page 
numbers in a teacher copy. 
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Title 
Skills and Teaching 

Strategies 
Area of Learning  

Before Reading: Orientation 

What Makes You Smile? • First-hand experience. 

• Discussion. 

• Life to text discussion. 

• Personal experience and emotional 

intelligence. 

Glassmaking • Discussion 

• Thinking Maps 

• Science: materials 

• Building background knowledge 

Revealing the Cover • Picture reveal • Prediction 

A Beautiful City • Visualisation • Developing Tier 2 vocabulary 

During Reading: First Encounters 

Meeting Daniela • Developing inference skills • Character inference 

Melancholy • Zone of Relevance • Developing Tier 2 vocabulary 

• Semantic field vocabulary: emotions 

‘How will such a miserable girl ever find 
happiness?’ 

• Reading aloud 
• Questioning 

• Developing inference skills 

• Character inference 
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Fluent Reading • Repeated Reading 

• Echo rRading 
• Literary features: aural qualities 

Let’s Think About It • Book Talk  

During Reading: Digging Deeper 

Getting to Know Angelo • Hot Seating 

• Developing inference skills 
• Character inference 

Looking at Language • Discussion • Understanding metaphor and simile 

Soundtracking Daniela • Drama strategies: Soundscape • Narrative features: mood 

What is Daniela Thinking? • Drama strategies: Freeze 
Frame and Thought Tracking 

• Developing inference skills 

• Character inference 

Summarising The Glassmaker’s Daughter • Summarising 
• Thinking Maps 

• Retelling 

• Plot structure 

An Illustration Walk • Developing visual literacy 

• Questioning 
• Visual language: colour, line, shape 
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After Reading: Review and Reflect 

Alternative Titles • Summarising 

• Identifying themes 
• Theme: change, transformation 

All Change • Graphic organiser • Theme: change, transformation 

• Tier 2 vocabulary 

• Character development 

Happiness • Discussion statements • Theme: happiness 

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall • Questioning 

• Discussion 
•  Introducing symbolism 

Writing Opportunities 

What Happened Next? 
 

• Epilogue 

Instant Verb Poem 
 

• Verb poem 

Through Daniela’s Eyes • Writing in Role • Diary 

A Recipe for Happiness  • List Poem 
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Wider Learning Opportunities 

Mask Making 
 

• Art and design: mask making 

• Background knowledge: Venetian masks and 
carnival 

Beautiful Venice 
 

• Art and design 

• Background knowledge: Venetian buildings 

A Palace for Angelo 
 

• Art and design with recyclable materials 
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Before Reading 

Orientation  

 

What Makes You Smile? 
 

Making connections between personal experience and the experience of the main character. 
 

Strategies: life to text: personal and emotional experience, discussion. 
 

Suggested lesson length: 30 minutes 

 

Purpose 

This story is about a girl who doesn’t ever smile despite her father’s best efforts. Thinking about 
what makes us smile will enable children to make connections between the character in the 
story and their own life.  
 

Preparation 

• Download and print the Bubble Map, one per child. 
 

Process 

Begin by asking everyone to stand in a circle. Explain that you are going to pass something around the circle. Turn to the first 
child and smile at them. They should pass it on until the final child in the circle has smiled at you. Ask the children: 

• How did you feel when someone smiled at you? 
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• How did you feel when you smiled at someone else?  
• Why do we smile?  
• Have you ever smiled when you didn’t feel like it? (I would think of times I have had my photo taken here!) 
• What is the opposite to a smile? (You could have a go at passing a frown around the circle.) 

 

Distribute a Bubble Map to each child. Ask them to draw themselves smiling in the centre then write or draw things that make 
them smile around their face. Share and compare with others.  
 

Turn the sheet over and repeat on the back. This time ask them to draw things that they do to make someone else smile. 
Encourage peers to share with each other the things they do.  
  
Final reflection 

Explain that the new book you are going to read together is a story about a girl who never smiles.  
• Can you think of any reasons that she might not smile?  

 

Key vocabulary  
smile, emotion, emotional, feeling 

 

Glassmaking 

Building background knowledge with an introduction to the properties of glass (materials). 
 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 

Background knowledge is essential for reading comprehension. Readers attach new ideas to what they already know and 
understand. Glassmaking is likely to be unfamiliar as a process to children, but they will be familiar with objects made from glass. 
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Learning more about the process will help them understand why glassmakers were so important and why building a glass palace 
would be so difficult.  
 

Preparation 

Have available: 

• Photocopies of the title page. (Do not distribute the book at this point). 
• Glass slideshow. 
• Objects made from glass. These could be simple but if possible, make a collection of interesting items such as a 

paperweight, a glass marble, glass beads, a mirror, a drinking glass, snow globe, jam jar, a pair of spectacles. 
• Download and print properties cards. One set between two children. 
• Enlarged Circle Map for modelling with the class. 
• Optional A bag of objects made from different materials (wood, plastic, metal, fabric, glass, paper). 

Teacher's note: For safety, use an unbreakable glass object such as a paperweight or marble. 
 

Allow two or three sessions for this unit, depending on how much time you want to spend exploring the properties of glass. 
 

Teacher's note: You could send the children on a glass hunt around the school or set a task as a home learning 
challenge. This could be done prior, during or after the lesson. 
 

Process 

Have a look around your class. Can you find something made from: 

• wood 
• paper 
• metal 
• plastic 
• glass? 

Alternatively, use the bag of objects for children to guess what material the different objects are made from. 
Show the children an object or objects made of glass. Allow the children to handle the objects carefully and make observations, 
comments and questions. 
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Distribute materials for drawing and ask the children to either draw or list as many objects made of glass as they can in a set time 
(5 minutes). Share and compare. 
 

Next ask why they think glass has been chosen as a material to create these objects. Add these reasons to their sheets in a 
different colour. The children are likely to mention the transparency of glass. Other suggestions might include: it can be recycled, 
it’s easy to clean, it’s heat resistant, it can be very strong. 
 

Extend their ideas by using properties cards. Clarify any unfamiliar vocabulary, explain in context, use the words in sentences 
and then weaving into the discussion. Encourage the children to use the vocabulary in discussion. 
Share the Glass slideshow which contains information about the properties and uses of glass as well as images to share.  
Ask: 

• How do you think all these glass objects were made? 

Show the clip of the glassmaker at work (see resources below). 

• Did you discover anything new from the film? 
• Did anything surprise you? 

Check they have understood the process by asking a few literal questions. Explain that most things made of glass are now made 
in a factory, but glass would have been made in this way. You can still get hand blown glass for very special objects. Ask: 

• What skills might you need to be a glassmaker?  
• Would it be an easy or difficult job? Why do you think that? 

Distribute copies of the title page with this information about glassmaking in Venice. Read it aloud while the children follow. If the 
passage is challenging for your class read it a second time with the children reading with you.  
Allow time for partner talk for the children to share their understanding. 
Clarify any language or concepts which are unfamiliar. 
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Teacher’s note: If fluency needs developing, plan to revisit this passage across the week, using echo reading and 
partner reading. This can be incorporated into the beginning or end of your English lessons. 
 
  
Final reflection 

Share an enlarged Circle Map (Hyerle 2008) with the class and model how you can record what you have learned about glass 
and glassmaking.  
 

Write 'glass' in the centre of the map. Ask the children to offer their knowledge about glass which you can then record in the outer 
circle. The frame of reference which surrounds the circle is used to record the 
source of the knowledge. 
Beyond this lesson continue to build knowledge by making links to science and 
changes in materials.  
 

Key vocabulary  
materials, glass, glassmaker, transparent, non-toxic, smooth 

 

Additional vocabulary 

furnace, glass blower, furnace, durable, impermeable 

 

Teacher’s note: This lesson could link to work in science on materials and 
their properties 

 

Revealing the Cover  

Using a picture reveal strategy to draw attention to detail and prompt prediction. 
 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 



 
 

 
11   
©2019 Just Imagine Ltd. All rights reserved.  

 

Purpose 

The front cover illustration is full of detail which will give the reader clues to the possible content. Slowing down the revelation of 
the full cover will encourage the children to notice small details and use these to make predictions about the content. This lesson 
also introduces key vocabulary which the children may be encountering for the first time.  
 

Preparation 

• Download the picture reveal slide for use on the IWB. 
 

Process 

Rather than sharing the full front cover of the book, you are going to reveal it one slide at a time.  
 

Show the picture reveal slide. Take away one tile. Invite the children to talk about what they see. Invite a description and note 
any key vocabulary. You may need to tell the children some of the words, e.g. gondola.  
 

For example:  

Slide   What can you see? Key 
vocabulary 

1 I can see the roof of a building. It is curved and there is a flag on the top. It looks quite grand. I wonder 
if someone important lives here.  

turret 

 

Distribute copies of the front cover and ask the children to either annotate photocopies or add sticky notes with details that they 
have noticed. Encourage them to use the new vocabulary they have learned.  

• Does anyone recognise this place? 
• Has anyone visited Venice, or have you heard about it? 
• Can anyone tell us anything about Venice? 

Final reflection 

If cover reveal is a new strategy, ask: 

• How was the way we looked at the front cover today different to the way you usually look at a cover? 
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• Was there anything you noticed that you think you might have missed if you were not looking in this way?  

Make explicit the point that noticing details can help us make sense of our reading. You can return to the cover later to see if it is 
true in this instance. 
 

Also make explicit that you can look at the details on a cover, even if you do not use a slide like this. 
 

Teacher’s note: At this point you may want to show the short film about Venice (see resources below) or you may prefer 
to allow the children to experience the story through Diane Hofmeyr's poetic language and Jane Ray's magical 
illustration. The film can then be viewed after reading. 
 

Key vocabulary  
juggling, palace, mask, flag, palace 

 

Additional vocabulary 

turret, gondola, palm tree  

 

A Beautiful City 

Making explicit the process of creating mental images from reading.  
 

Tags: inference, elaborative, visualisation 

 

Strategies: visualisation, elaborative inferences 

 

Purpose 

Visualisation is the skill of being able to create mental images while you read. The reader combines their own background 
knowledge with the words of the author to create mental images that enhance understanding of the text and bring the story to 
life. Visualisation supports prediction as well as elaborative inferences.  
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Preparation 

Have available: 
• Copies of the The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 
• Print copies of the opening two sentences The Glassmaker’s Daughter for the visualisation activity.  

 

Process 

Read the first two sentences of the story to the group without showing them the illustration. Ask the children to close their eyes to 
help them visualise the place that is being described.   
 

Teacher’s note: Be aware that some children do not like to close their eyes. You might suggest that they look down 
instead. 
 

Distribute a copy of the first two sentences and ask the children to work in pairs to describe the images they visualized. 
• Were there any words that were hard to picture? (e.g. fireflies, ripples). 

 

Now ask the children to draw what they visualized. Emphasise that the quality of the drawing is not important. 
 

In pairs, ask the children to share their images. Child A explains how they think child B’s picture reflects the text. Child B 
adds anything to the explanation that they think child be has missed. The first time that you follow this process, demonstrate with 
a volunteer pair. 
 

Teacher’s note: this process is different to explaining your own drawing. It encourages greater engagement from both 
children 
 

Do you see things in a similar way? Differences are to be expected depending on the experiences of the reader. 
• Get them to return to the sentences to see how closely they have visualised. 
• Finally, look at the double page spread and ask the children to comment. Emphasise that you are not looking at the quality 

of the children’s drawings here but noticing the details in the illustration which may not have been obvious from the text. 
For example, does anyone notice the way that Venice has been depicted in the day on one side of the spread and at night 
on the other?   
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Final reflection 

Prompts to support the final reflection: 

• Which words were most important in helping you build a picture?  
• Does this city seem like somewhere you would like to be? 
• Has the illustration made it easier to understand the text? Has the illustration told you more than the text? 
• Did the text give you any information that was not present in the pictures? 

Key vocabulary   
visualise, fireflies, palaces, floated, lamplight, ripples, beautiful 
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During Reading 

First Encounters  

 

Meeting Daniela 

Using the I know, I can infer, I would like to know structure to model inference and questioning. 
 

Pages: front cover and pp 3-4 

 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose  
This activity models how to make inferences about a character based on clues provided by the text and illustrations. 
 

Preparation 

• Download and print the First Impressions resource one for each child. 
• Prepare and enlarged version of the First Impressions resource for modelling. 

Process 

Look at the front cover and identify Daniela sitting in the gondola. Ask the children to suggest some which words could be used 
to describe her. Encourage them to refer to facial expression and body language. Model speculation saying; ‘I wonder why she 
looks so unhappy…’ Use language such as ‘perhaps’ and ‘maybe’ to share ideas. Record these for later reference. What else is 
happening?  
 

First Impressions 
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Read the second double page spread (pages 3 and 4). Take time to explore the illustrations. 
Share the First Impressions organiser with the class There are three headings:  

• I know... 
• I can infer…  
• I want to know… 

Ask the children to share with each other what they know about Daniela. Encourage them to look for visual information as well 
as textual information. There suggestions can be recorded on sticky notes and added to an enlarged version or written straight 
onto individual copies. As children share their ideas ask them to identify where they found the information. At this stage you are 
only recorded things that are explicitly stated. 
The next prompt, ‘I can infer...’, supports inference making and needs greater levels of scaffolding. For example: 

• You might say that Daniela is gloomy because she is lonely.  
• You might say that she prefers animals to people because she is with her cat.  

Make explicit the point that we often use because to indicate that we are justifying our ideas and providing evidence for them. 
Encourage the children to make their own ‘I can infer’ statements. 
The final prompt takes children further in thinking about Daniela and thinking about what the author doesn’t tell us. Children might 
ask questions such as: 

• Does Daniela have a mother? 
• How old is Daniela? 
• How long has she been feeling like this? 
• Why isn’t she happy? 
• Does she go to school? 
• Will anyone be able to make her smile? 

Distribute copies of the First Impressions sheet and ask the children to complete it, either individually or in pairs. 
 

Final reflection 

Share some questions and ask if any can be answered by returning to the text. You can do this with the class or ask the children 
to work in pairs or small groups. 
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Provide the opportunity for the children to share what they think the answers might be. 
Summarise the lesson by reviewing the types of question: 

• What do you know? 
• What can you infer? 
• What further questions do you have that go beyond the text? 

Key vocabulary  
because 

 

Melancholy 

Investigating vocabulary using a Zone of Relevance template. 
 

Pages: pp 3-4 

 

Indicative length of lesson: 1 session 

 

Purpose 

The word ‘melancholy’ is likely to be unfamiliar to young readers. Both the text and illustrations provide contextual information to 
work out the meaning of this word. Further exploration will lead to a more nuanced understanding of the story. 
.  
Preparation 

Download and print: 
• Melancholy Word Cards, one set per pair. 
• An enlarged version of the Zone of Relevance template for modelling with the class. 
• Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 

Process 

Begin by reading the second double page spread aloud to the class. Read it a second time with the children reading with you. 
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Ask: 
• Are there any words on this page that need clarifying?  

 

If appropriate, encourage the children to use context to try and work out what unknown vocabulary could mean. It may not be 
possible to work out some words from the context. In this case child friendly explanations will help. For example, it would be 
difficult to work out exactly what a furnace is from the text, beyond the basic idea that it is where the glass is made. Tell the 
children that the furnace is a container that holds an extremely hot fire, where the glass is melted and shaped. If you have 
already shared the glass blowing video, refer to it. See the slide included with the resources to illustrate the word. 
 

Now draw attention to the word 'melancholy'. Ask everyone to try saying it aloud. 

• How does it sound? 
• How does the word make you feel? 
• Try saying it quickly, then slowly. Do you like saying this word? 
• Experiment with moving as you say the word.  

Now write the word in the middle of a large sheet of paper. Ask the class to use the illustrations and text to work out the word’s 
meaning. Write as many associated words as you can. 
 

Distribute copies of the Melancholy Word Cards. Ask pairs of children to sort the words into two piles: one pile which they feel 
reflect a melancholy mood and one which do not. Clarify the meaning of words as needed. Provide blank cards for children to 
add their own suggestions. 
 
Share the Zone of Relevance template. Write the word melancholy in the middle. Invite the children to suggest words from their 
'melancholy' pile which would go in the second inner circle because they have the closest meaning to melancholy. 
 

Final reflection 

Challenge the children to work into the room in a melancholy way. 

• Can they sit in a melancholy way? 
• Can you describe their body language? 

Display the Zone of Relevance for the word melancholy. Encourage the children to add new words as they come across them in 
their reading. 
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You could repeat for the word 'joyful'. 
 

Key vocabulary  
melancholy gloomy, miserable, blue 

 

Additional vocabulary 

woebegone, sorrowful, downcast, despondent, lachrymose, woebegone, heavy hearted, moody 

 

How will such a miserable girl ever find happiness? 

An opportunity to read the story and build understanding. 
 

Pages: pp1 - 14 

 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 

Reading aloud to your class really is one of the most important reading lessons you can provide. There are many advantages, 
one of which is affording children the opportunity to build their knowledge of story structure. 

When sharing a new book read aloud for the first time simply for enjoyment. This allows children to build knowledge of story 
structure. Stopping too frequently with questions interferes with this process. Reading aloud also enables children to hear what 
text sounds like so that they can internalise the voice when they read to themselves. 

With this story the children will be familiar with the opening so we will now read on to find out if anyone can make Daniela smile. 
Occasionally, you may want to stop at a key point to predict what might happen next, encouraging the children to use clues from 
what you have already read, but do this sparingly on a first read through. Reserve for when miscomprehension could occur, 
particularly if this could potentially affect the overall understanding of the text. There will be opportunities to talk about the details 
later and pick up minor miscomprehension.  
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Reading a book or passage for a second time allows you to check understanding at both literal and inferential levels and to 
discuss themes and ideas. 
 

Preparation 

• It is always advisable to read the section before sharing with the children to make sure you are familiar with it and can 
prepare for using emphasis and places to stop. 

 

Process 

Read aloud from the beginning to the page ending, ‘How will such a miserable girl ever find happiness?'  This is a good stopping 
point because readers can make predictions here and consider the reasons why no one has been successful so far. Re-read the 
section giving plenty of opportunities for the children to point out details they have noticed in the illustrations.  
Draw attention to the layout of the second double page spread (pp3-4).  

• What do you notice about the way Daniela and her father pictured?  
• Does their separateness tell you anything about their relationship?  
• How else do you think could he have tried to make Daniela happy?   
• Who do you think will come to try and make Daniela smile? 

Ask the children to draw and write their ideas about who will come and what they will do. Organise them into groups of three. the 
group must devise a plan to make Daniela smile. Ask them to act out their ideas and see if the rest of the group are made to 
smile. This would be a good place for the teacher to go into role as Daniela or elect a child to take on this role.  
Read on to the double page spread which ends: ‘How will such a miserable girl ever find happiness?’ (p14) 

• Why has no one succeeded?  
• What do you notice about Daniela’s body language? (Look at her eyes in each spread and the way her body is turned). 
• Are there any other indicators that show that she is becoming less and less likely to smile? For example, draw attention to 

the spread with the lion. Where is Daniela placed here? (She is not even part of the picture now but depicted in a separate 
frame.) 

Final reflection 

• Which of the performers would have made you smile?  
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Key vocabulary 

performer, performance, audience 

 

Fluent Reading 

Developing fluency with selected passages using the Echo Reading strategy. 
 

Pages: 16 -18 

 

Indicative lesson length 1 session 

 

Purpose 

Children need plenty of opportunities to practise reading aloud to support their increasing fluency. Studies show that repeated 
readings of the same passage lead to greater accuracy, speed and comprehension (Rasinski 2010).  The following process gives 
the opportunity to focus in on the rise and fall in pitch and patterns of pausing when reading which in turn supports a more 
nuanced reading of text.  
 

Preparation 

• Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two for the Echo Reading. 
 

Process 

Distribute the books. 
Read aloud from the beginning of the story to give a sense of cohesion and to allow the children to enjoy the story. Ask them to 
follow as you read. 
Pause at the page that Angelo is introduced, allowing a moment for the children to take in the changing tone of the illustration. 
Read the page through once before repeating, this time inviting the children to join in with the rhyme at the end.  
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• Talk through the passage and any sentences or words that you had to read in a certain way, e.g. the alliteration of 
snipped, smoothed, slivers and silver means you need to slow down the reading to ensure accuracy.  

• Draw attention to the speech verbs 'whispered', 'chanted', and 'sang'. Decide how this helps us to read the passage 
expressively. 

• Read the pages section by section. When you stop the children re-read the same section copying your intonation and 
pacing. The sections should not be too short, so the children are simply memorising.  

• Working in pairs, the children take turns to read the page aloud. 
• Finally ask for volunteers to read aloud to the class. 

Read the next double page spread following the same process. 
 
Teacher’s note: If you have children who are experiencing reading difficulties you may wish to work with them as a 
group. You can break the passage into smaller chunks or focus on one aspect, e.g. the rhyme at the end. 
 

Final reflection 

Can the children identify ways that the repeated reading helped them? You may need to prompt them. Display the following list 
and ask the children to independently rank the statements in order. 

• My reading flowed better. 
• My reading had more expression. 
• I found it easier to read tricky words. 
• I understood what I read the more I read it. 
• I found it easier to read accurately. 

 

Talk to the children about their rankings and use the opportunity to find out more about their perceptions of themselves as 
readers. 
 

Key vocabulary 

repeated, accuracy, expression 
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Let’s Think About It 

Building understanding using a Book Talk approach. 
 

Pages: whole book 

  
Indicative lesson length: 1 session 

 

Purpose 

Identifying children’s existing understanding of a text is vital to moving thinking forward. In his book Tell Me: Children Reading 
and Talk by Aidan Chambers developed the ‘Tell Me’ approach to develop “cooperative talk in which a community of readers 
make discoveries far beyond anything they could have found on their own”. (1993)  

The Let’s Think About It grid (based on the work of Aidan Chambers) provides a structure for Book Talk. 
 

Preparation 

• Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 

• Draw a large version of the Let’s Think About It grid on the whiteboard or IWB. 
• Download and print copies of the Let’s Think About It grid, one per child. 

Process 

Read the whole book from the beginning to the end. Read the first time simply for enjoyment. Re-read the second half of the 
book from page 17 to the end to ensure the children have understood what has happened.  

Open the discussion by asking the children to think about what they liked about the story The Glassmaker’s Daughter. You may 
want to allow time for paired talk or distribute sticky notes for the children to write on. Share some ideas and write them on the 
grid.  

Do the same for dislikes. Explain that this doesn’t mean they didn’t like the story. For example, you could share that you didn’t 
like the part when Angelo’s friends didn’t believe Daniela would smile for him.  
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Puzzles are anything that you are not sure about. Providing some sentence starters or question prompts could be useful here, 
e.g. 

• I wonder why…,  
• I’m not sure if…,  
• How did….  

The final section is all about making connections to real life experiences and other texts. Do not limit texts to books, it could be a 
connection to film, song, television programme etc.  
Once you have modelled the process, give the children time to fill in their own grid. Those who find writing challenging can draw 
their responses or have them scribed. Alternatively, they can add sticky notes to the pages of the book. For example, a green 
sticky note for a like, pink for a puzzle, blue for a connection.  
 
Final reflection 
Ask the children how they think you could use the grid. It’s important that they understand the reasons for doing something rather 
than simply engaging in activity. 

Give opportunities to revisit the grid during subsequent sessions. If you add to it using different colours it demonstrates the 
growing understanding of the book.  
   
Key vocabulary  
connections, puzzles 
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During Reading 

Digging Deeper 

 

Getting to Know Angelo 

Using Hot Seating to explore a character. 
 

Pages: p16 

 

Purpose 

Hot Seating supports comprehension by allowing readers to explore a character’s motivation. They must use clues from the text to 
make inferences about the character. There are two strategies used in this process. The first requires the children to directly 
question Angelo to find out more about him, and a second where the opinions of the other characters are considered. 
 

Preparation 

• Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 
 

Process 

Begin by modelling some questions that you could ask Angelo with the purpose of finding out more about him. Look at clues in the 
text to find clues to help you frame the questions.  

• Turn to page 16, the first time we see Angelo and ask, Why do you long to make Daniela smile?  
• Next turn the page and look at Angelo with his gift. Share another question, e.g. How did you feel before you gave Daniela 

the gift?  
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• Pairs of children should continue to re-read the story and add further questions.   

Identify an adult or child to work in role as Angelo. If the children are unfamiliar with this strategy, it would be best to have an adult 
take on the role initially to model quality questioning and responses. However, if the children are familiar with Hot Seating, then 
small groups may work better as it allows more children to work in role and to ask questions. 
 

The second activity focuses on the glassmakers, who ask Angelo what he is making. Tell the children that the conversation 
between the two young men continues after Angelo has left to find Daniela. 

• What do you think you would hear the young men saying if you were a 'fly-on-the-wall'? 
 

Invite pairs of children to improvise the conversation that takes place.  If the children need more support, you could begin by 
sharing several statements and asking which they would be most likely to hear, e.g. 

• I’m sure that the gift will make her smile. 

• What a fool Angelo is! 

• I bet she sends him away.  

Once the conversations have been rehearsed, invite half the class to walk around and listen in while the other half perform their 
scenes. Then swap over so all the children have an opportunity to perform and to observe. 
 

Final reflection 

Reflect on whether the different drama activities helped you understand Angelo better. Invite the children to share how the drama 
has helped them. 

• Does your own opinion of Angelo differ from the other glassmakers? 
 

Share the following words and ask: 
Which one would you use to describe Angelo’s feelings when he is standing with the other glassmakers holding his parcel? 

• determined 

• nervous 

• discouraged 

• happy 
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Key vocabulary   
determined, nervous, discouraged, happy  

 

Looking at Language 

Identifying and responding to figurative language. 
 

Pages: pp 19-20 

 

Indicative lesson length 1 session 

 

Purpose  
Dianne Hofmeyr uses simile effectively in the story to help the reader build a fuller picture. However, the use of figurative 
language can act as a barrier to comprehension for young readers. Looking closely at the similes used throughout the story will 
support readers in building a fuller picture and understanding the author’s intention. 
 

Preparation 

Have available: 

• Copies of the The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 
• Prepare and distribute strips of paper for the children to write similes. 
• Lemons if you decide to do the tasting activity. 

Process 

Read the double page spread (pp 19-20) where Daniela looks at herself in the mirror. Compare the two illustrations and describe 
the differences. 
Locate the sentence where Daniela says, ‘I see a creature…’  

• Why has the author chosen a lemon as a comparison rather than another fruit?  
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Supplementary prompts, if needed: 
Is the shape the most important reason for choosing it?  

• What does a lemon taste like? Has anyone tasted a lemon? If so, how would you describe the taste? Most people would 
use the word sour which can also be used to describe someone’s expression. If no one has you could (with permission 
from parents) invite the children to try some lemon or you could try it in front of them.  

• How would the meaning of the sentence change if you used the word orange?  

Final reflection 

Revisit the first double page spread. Can the children spot the two similes in the second sentence? 

• What impression do you get of the palaces here?  

• How do fireflies move?  
Why do you think authors use similes in their writing? (Hopefully they will recognise that they can add to the depth of 
descriptions.) 
Challenge the children to collect more similes from their independent reading and add them to your working wall. 
  
Key vocabulary  
simile 

 

‘Soundtracking’ Daniela 

Using a Soundtrack strategy to convey contrasting moods in the story. 
 
Suggested lesson length:1 session 
 
Purpose 
Using music and sound is an excellent way to explore the mood and atmosphere of a story at key moments. This can be used as 
a vehicle to deepen understanding of character and develop vocabulary. 

 



 
 

 
29   
©2019 Just Imagine Ltd. All rights reserved.  

 

Preparation 
Have available: 

• A selection of percussion instruments 

• Download and print the mood cards, one set between two. 

• Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 
 
Process 

Distribute the books and the mood cards to pairs of children. 
Direct attention to four incidents which illustrate the contrasting moods in the story. 

• At the beginning of the story (when she is laying by the canal). 
• When the performers try to make her smile. 
• When Angelo presents the mirror. 
• At the end when the mirror makes her smile. 

Ask: 

• Can you match the words to the moods of Daniela at these different points of the story? 
 

Gather the class and share ideas. Explain that you are going to be matching sounds to these different moods to create a 
soundtrack.  

• Revisit the first section of the text that you want to focus on. Discuss the types of sounds that would best reflect the mood 
at that moment.  

• Select from a range of body sounds or simply use voices to experiment with creating different sounds.  
• Encourage the children to think about the sounds they can make using their bodies and voices. 
• Challenge each child to think of a different sound, so no two sounds are alike. 
• Now practise making the sounds loud and quiet, fast and quick, high pitch and low pitch. 
• When you have experimented decide the best ways to perform the sounds. 

o Are some sounds made together? 
o Are some sounds made on their own? 

• Read the section of text or share images from the book while the group plays their soundtrack. 
 
Repeat with the other key moments before performing as a class or in groups. 
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Final reflection 

Share the soundtracks. 
Reflect on how well mood was conveyed. 

• Were some moods easier to convey than others? 
 
Return to the passages and identify words and phrases that convey the mood. 

• Are there specific aspects of the illustration that convey mood? 
 

Key vocabulary 

gloomy, optimistic, melancholic, irritated, content, calm 

 

What is Daniela Thinking? 

Using Freeze Frame and Thought Tracking to make explicit the inferences made about Daniela. 
 

Pages: whole book 

 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 

Thought Tracking is a way of revealing the private thoughts of a character at key moments in a story. We are not given much 
insight into how Daniella feels about the events of the story beyond the inferences that can be made from her actions. These 
inferences can be made explicit and discussed by using Thought Tracking. 

 
Preparation 

Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 
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Process 

Re-read the story stopping at critical moments. Each time you stop invite one of the children to create a still-image or Freeze 
Frame showing Daniela in that moment. Explain that to create a good Freeze Frame, you need to think about how you might feel 
if you were in this situation and look at the clues in the illustrations to help you. The class makes a circle around the character 
and speaks aloud the thoughts that are in their head as they view the frame. 
 
Alternatively, individual children can stand next to the frozen character and speak the character’s thoughts aloud. You can join in 
and add your thoughts to act as a model or to get ideas flowing.  
Key moments to stop: 

• the beginning of the story 

• the different performers trying to make Daniela smile 
• Angelo presenting his gift to Daniela 
• Daniela's first look in the mirror 
• Daniela's laughter. 

Final reflection 

Allow time for the children to record one of Daniela’s thoughts in writing.  
Gather the class and ask: 

• Can you think of a place in the story where you used information in the text to infer Daniela’s thoughts? 

Make specific references to the text to illustrate the point. 
 
Teacher’s note: This process links to the writing activity Daniela’s diary 
 

Key vocabulary 

private, personal, individual 
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Summarising The Glassmaker’s Daughter 

Summarising the story using a Flow Map to support thinking. 
 

Pages: whole book 

 

Purpose 

The ability to summarise is important for reading comprehension as it shows that pupils are able to discern the most important 
elements in a story. Furthermore, the process of summarising improves memory. 
 

Preparation 

• Download and print copies of the Flow Map, one between two. 
 

Process 

Distribute copies of the Flow Map to pairs of children.  
Explain that each section can be used to illustrate a key part of the story. Ask children to complete the Flow Map 
independently, as this gives you the opportunity to assess their ability to select the most important parts of the story 

Alternatively, you can build understanding by completing the Flow Map as a class or in groups. You could give the children a list of 
events and ask them to select the most relevant. Possible events: 

• Daniela lives in Venice. 
• Daniela lays next to the canal.  
• Daniela’s father offers to build a glass palace for anyone who can make Daniela smile. 
• Many people come and perform. 
• No one can make her smile. 
• Angelo makes a mirror. 
• Daniela looks in the mirror and smiles. 
• The glass palace smashes into smithereens. 

Final reflection 

Gather the class and reflect on how they completed the task. 
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• How did you choose which events to put in the flow map and which to leave out?  
• What had the biggest effect on changing Daniela’s mood?  

 

Use the Flow Maps as a scaffold for retelling the story in pairs. 

 

An Illustration Walk 
 

Exploring visual language using an illustration walk with prompts. 
 

Pages: whole book 

 

Purpose 

We live in a highly visual word and so much is communicated through image. This makes it crucial to teach children to read 
pictures critically. Deeper levels of meaning can be conveyed using colour, positioning, line and shape.  
  
Preparation 

• Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 
 

Process 

Walk through the book page by page inviting comments. 
Begin by focusing on the colours used. You could use prompts to stimulate ideas, such as: 

• What range of colours are used? 
• How do the colours make you feel? 
• Are colours used to draw your attention to important parts of the picture? 
• Are any of the characters or objects connected with each other through colour choice? Are different characters associated 

with different colours? 
• Have you noticed that bright, vibrant colours are used to depict Venice and all those who come to try and make Daniela 

smile? What message might this give? (It could be linked to the idea of happiness being within.) 
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• I wonder why Angelo’s colours are muted and dull. What do you think? 
• Do you notice any changes to the colours used for Daniela as the story goes on?  

Next look at the use of line and shape. Look at the spread with the mask maker. 

• What do you notice about the lines on this page? Draw attention to the smooth curved lines and straight jagged lines. 
• Who do you feel most sympathy for on this page? 

Walk through the rest of the book looking for more examples. The spread where Angelo and Daniela look into the mirror has many 
curved lines which could reflect Daniela’s contented and calm emotions. 
 

Final reflection 

Check the children have understood the purpose of the lesson: to understand the way line and colour can be used to 
communicate meaning by asking a question such as:  

• Can you find a page where you think colour has been used particularly well to convey the feelings of Daniela? 
• Can you describe how the lines on the page with the mask maker made you feel? 

Briefly make the point that pictures have their own language and that artists use colours and shapes and lines to communicate 
ideas, just as writers use words, phrases and sentences. 
 

Key vocabulary  
smooth, curved, straight, jagged 
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After Reading 

Review and Reflect  

 

Alternative Titles  

Reflecting on the message of the story by creating a new title. 
 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 

Themes are the big ideas that underpin a story. Young children often find it hard to distinguish between the themes and the plot. 
Once a story has been read, thinking of alternative titles is a good way to assess the depth of understanding a reader has of the 
story. To find an alternative title, they need to distil the key themes and ideas. 
 

Preparation 

• Download and print a copy of the New Title letter from the 'publisher'. 
 

Process 

Begin by sharing the copy of the letter from the publisher. 
 

Dear Readers, 
 

We are writing to you because we know you have been reading The Glassmaker’s Daughter and showing such a fantastic 
understanding of the story. We had some very bad news recently. Unfortunately, we are no longer allowed to use the title The 
Glassmaker’s Daughter. We need a new title. Can you help? 
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Please send your ideas to us as soon as possible! 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Frances Lincoln Children’s Books 

 

Organise the children in pairs. Ask: 

• How many titles can you write in two minutes? 
 
When they have done move from pairs to fours to share ideas.  Ask each group to agree on the best title. 
 

Now gather the class and write their best titles in a list. Ask each group to explain their idea as you add it to the list. Read through 
the list. Discuss the merits of individual titles.  

• How could we improve some of these titles? 
 

Take suggestions to refine some of the titles. 
Ask the class to vote for their favourite from their list. One way to make sure children do not simply vote for their own title is to 
say they can have one vote only and they are not allowed to choose their own title. In this way the strongest title should receive 
the most votes. 
 

Extension ideas: 
Write a reply to the publisher with the suggestion for the new title. You could then write a further reply to the class. 
Design a new front cover that works with the new title. 
 

Final reflection 

Prompts for the final reflection: 

• How important is the title of the book?  

• When you choose a book do you take much notice of the title or are there other things you look at?  

• You could provide some new mundane titles for favourite books. For instance, what if How to Train Your Dragon was 
called, A Viking Boy, which sounds most interesting? 
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Key vocabulary 

title, alternative 

 

All Change 

Looking at how characters change and develop in stories and what they learn. 
 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 

Character transformation is at the heart of The Glassmaker’s Daughter. Diane Hofmeyer told us, ‘unless you have 
transformation, you don’t have a story’. This process supports the children to identify the change that takes place and how their 
transformation is portrayed.   
 

Preparation 

• Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter, at least one between two. 

• Download and print copies of the Character Transformation sheet, one for each child. 
• Reproduce an enlarged copy of the Character Transformation sheet to share and model with the class. 

Process 

Re-read the story. Ask the children to identify changes that take place in the story.  
• How do we know things have changed?  
• Look closely at the first illustration of Daniela and compare it with those near the end of the book.  
• How can we see that Daniela has changed?  
• What has Daniela learnt? 

 

Share an enlarged version of the Character Transformation resource with the class and model how to complete it before giving 
time for the class to work independently.  



 
 

 
38   
©2019 Just Imagine Ltd. All rights reserved.  

 

Final reflection 

• What other stories do you know where a character changes from the beginning to the end of the story? 
• What do these characters learn. 

Create a display showing some well-known characters and the ways they change in their stories. 
 

Key vocabulary 

transform, transformation 

 

Happiness 

Exploring a theme through discussion provoked by statements. 
 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 
Being able to find themes and messages shows a deeper level of understanding than retelling a story. However, finding the 
theme in a story is challenging for children who may not have acquired the language to talk about these ideas. Scaffolding by 
providing a range of big ideas can make the process easier and model language that children will be able to internalise and then 
use independently in future discussions. 
 

Preparation 

• Coloured marker pens. 

• Prepare 6 large sheets of sugar paper by sticking a different statement in the centre of each sheet. 
 

It is easy to be happy. When someone frowns it means they are unhappy. 

Being surrounded by beauty makes you happy. Smiling makes you feel happy. 

Happiness is the opposite to sadness. It is easy to tell if someone is happy. 
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Process 

Place one of the sheets on each table. Give each group a different colour pen to use.  
Each group will begin at one of the tables. They discuss the statement for 4-5 minutes and write their responses. On your signal 
the groups move on to the next table and read the responses before adding their own.  
 

When everyone has finished, gather the sheets together and talk about the answers. As you discuss with the whole class, make 
links back to the story. What statements would the children like to add about happiness?  
 

Final reflection 

It is interesting to note the effect that reading the answers of other groups had on each group. 

• Did anyone read something they didn’t agree with? 

• Did anyone change their mind because of something they read?  

Reflect on the meaning of happiness by sharing the following words:  
cheerful, content, glad, joyous, overjoyed 

• Do these words fit with your idea of happiness? 
 

Key vocabulary 

cheerful, content, glad, joyous, overjoyed  

 

Mirror, Mirror on the Wall ... 

A simple introduction to the concept of symbolism by comparing mirrors in two stories. 
 
Indicative lesson length: 1 session 
 
Purpose 
Symbolism is when an object or colour is used to represent a concept and carry a deeper level of meaning which goes beyond 
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the literal. The process used in this lesson supports children to see that there can be more to something than meets the eye.  
 
Children of this age do not need to be able to know or use the term. This lesson is concerned with introducing the concept rather 
than labelling. Introduce the term only if the concept is understood and is appropriate for your class or individual children. 
Preparation 

• Download Mirrors slideshow on a screen to share 

• Produce an enlarged version of the Double Bubble Thinking map to model with the class 

• Copies of The Glassmaker’s Daughter at least one between two. 
 
Process 
Mirrors are often used in stories to mean different things. 
Share the Mirrors slideshow with images of mirrors from stories and ask the children if they can identify any of the stories. They 
are most likely to recognise Snow White and the Seven Dwarves (Disney). You may find it helpful to read this to the children 
before asking them to talk about the mirror’s role in Snow White. If necessary, make the point that the mirror isn’t just used to 
show the queen her reflection - it also tells the truth. 

• Is the mirror used to reflect the truth in both Snow White and The Glassmaker’s Daughter?  

• Does the mirror allow the character to see themselves as others see them? 
 
A Double Bubble Thinking Map (Hyerle 2008) (see online resources) provides a useful framework for comparison. Identify the 
things that are similar and the things that are different. 
 
Final reflection 
Revisit the final page in The Glassmaker’s Daughter. What is the purpose of this page? Is it part of the story? Guide the 
children’s responses by asking: 

• Is this child part of the story? 

• Do you think this child is looking in a mirror now or hundreds of years ago?  

• Why did the author add this page? What connections can be made between the story and our lives today?  
 
Key vocabulary  
Reflection, symbolism 
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Writing Opportunities  

 

What Happened Next?  

Writing an epilogue based on what we have learnt about Daniela and Angelo. 
 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose  
The end of the story leaves room for lots of possibilities. Readers often try and predict what might happen to characters in the 
future and this is based on what we have learned about them already.  
  
Preparation 

• Organise writing materials. 
 

Process 

Tell the class that you often wonder what happened to characters after a book has finished.  
• Have you ever wondered what might have happened to the characters at the end of a favourite story? Prompt them to 

think of a character from a book or a film that they know well. 
 

• I wonder what might happen to Daniela and Angelo next? You might like to share that Diane Hofmeyr and Jane Ray 
considered the possibility of Daniela becoming a glass maker at the end. 

 

List the children’s ideas.  
Introduce the idea of an epilogue: a section of text which is added to the end of a story. It often takes the form of a statement 
about what happens to the characters.  
Model writing an epilogue for The Glassmaker’s Daughter emphasising that this is just one possible version of events. 
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Allow time for the children to write their own epilogues. 
 

Final reflection 

Invite children to share their epilogue and ask for feedback with some key questions: 
• How likely was this to happen?  
• Would you be happy if this happened to the characters? 
• Are there any questions you still have about the characters?  

 

Key vocabulary 

epilogue 

 

Instant Verb Poem 

Studying the verb choice at a critical moment and writing a verb poem. 
 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 

Verbs are used to powerful effect to describe the palace being destroyed by the sound of Daniela laughing. This provides a 
meaningful context to explore verbs and different tenses as well as the intensity of the language used. 
 

Preparation 

Download and print: 

• Copies of verb Cards, one between two. 
• Copies of The Palace is Destroyed, one between two. 
• Copies of Exploring Verb, one between two. 

Process 
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Re-read the part of the story where the Palace shatters pp 21-24. 
 

Distribute copies of the text The Palace is Destroyed and ask the children to highlight the verbs in the passage. Check their 
understanding of the terminology first and revise if necessary. 
 

Distribute copies of the Exploring Verbs sheet. This is a good opportunity to explore tenses and teach conventions about past 
tense and progressive forms of the verb.  
 

Pairs of children work together to complete the table. Next distribute the verb cards. 

• Experiment with putting the verbs into different orders. Which order is most effective in building the tension of the palace 
falling? 

• Compare your choices with other pairs. Model using language such as, ‘It’s interesting you put …. before …’  and ‘I liked 
the way you put these words together…’  

• Which tense works best? Can you mix the tenses?  
• Use these to create an instant verb poem which reflects the mood of this section. An example could be: 

Laughter rings 

 

Tinker 
Quiver 
Shiver 

 

Snap 

Crack 

Splinter 
 

Tumbling 

Shattered 

Gone forever 
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Final reflection 

• How did you feel about the palace shattering and collapsing? 

• Did you think it was necessary? 
• Would Angelo have wanted to live in a place like this?  
• What do you think about the author's choice of verb at this point in the story? 

Key vocabulary  
verb, past, present, progressive 

 

Through Daniela’s Eyes 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 

Writing in role gives children the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the key events of the story, as well as their 
ability to empathise with characters and see things through their eyes. 

This lesson follows on from Link to What is Daniela Thinking? in the Digging Deeper stage. 
 

Process 

The simplest way to do this is to ask the children to capture key events in the story and write about them in role as Daniela. Offer 
support in the way you would normally by planning and modelling. 
 

A more challenging writing activity would be to write in role as Daniela’s father. We know less about him and this would require 
the children to revisit the text and consider his feelings at key moments of the story.  
 

Final reflection 

Invite the children to consider: 

• Could you imagine yourself as Daniela when you were writing? 
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• Did it make it easier or more difficult to write? 

Key vocabulary  
diary 

 

A Recipe for Happiness 
 

Responding to a theme by writing a list poem. 
 

Suggested lesson length:1 session 

 

Purpose 

Happiness is such a central theme in this story and writing a poem in this way makes connections between the story and 
children’s own lives.  
This lesson could follow or refer to the lesson, What Makes You Smile? in the Orientation stage. 
 

Preparation 

• Find a copy of a favourite recipe to share with the class. 
• A collection of recipe books for browsing (optional). 

Process 

Depending on the experience of the children, you could begin by sharing a real recipe with them. 
Alternatively, if they are already very familiar with this format, ask what you would expect to see in a recipe. 
 

Now write the title: A Recipe for Happiness on the board. 
 

Model writing a line for the poem on the board. You could use some traditional measures: 
 

A cupful of joy 
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A pinch of positivity 

Stir in some kindness 

A handful of hugs 

 

Invite the children to contribute their ideas. You could write a class poem, or the children can write individual poems. 
 

Final reflection 

Refer to Daniela in The Glassmaker’s Daughter. 

• Did you get any ideas from what you have learnt about Daniela? 
• Do you think she would enjoy reading this poem? 

Key vocabulary 

first, next, after that, finally, imperative verbs 
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Wider Learning Opportunities  

 

Mask Making 

Designing and making a simple Venetian mask to delight Daniela. 
 

Purpose 

Masks can be worn to disguise our identity or personality, and this is a theme in The Glassmaker’s Daughter. There is also a 
long tradition of mask making and wearing linked to Carnivale in Venice, where the story is set. 
 

Making and wearing masks can introduce children to this idea and make links to this theme. Depending on time allocated and the 
intended outcome, this could be a simple of an elaborate lesson involving design technology and art. 
 

Preparation 

• Either print the mask templates of look at venetians masks for inspiration.  
• Alternatively, the Lonely Planet website has a guide for you to create your own ask (see below) 
• Make available a selection of art materials. 

Process 

Being by looking at and re-reading the spread with the famous mask maker (p9-10). 
Invite the children to choose their favourite mask and explain what they like about it. 
Explain that they are going to create their own masks designed to delight Daniela. 
Provide time for the design process before the children make their masks. 
 

Final reflection 

Hold a parade to show off your creations. Perhaps you can visit other classes. 
• What would Donna Violetta Rufina Zangara have to say?  
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Key vocabulary 

template, disguise 
 
Additional vocabulary 

carnival, incognito 
 
These examples are from Dianne Hofmeyr’s website: 

 
  

 

Beautiful Venice 

Making a group collage inspired by the shapes of Venetian buildings and Jane Ray's illustrations. 
 

Indicative lesson length: 1-2 sessions 

 

Purpose 

This process teaches the children to look closely at the setting of the story and the features of the city of Venice.  
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Preparation 

• Resources for collage making: papers, paint, ink, scissors, marker pens 

 

Process 

How would the children describe Venice from the illustrations they have seen? Share your own thoughts.  
 

Explain that you are going to work together to create a large-scale picture of the city using collage. You may have a space where 
a large picture could go, e.g. a large display board in the classroom or in a central area such as the hall. The children can work in 
teams to create different buildings. Shape features strongly in the buildings and looking at the component parts will enable the 
children to recreate these successfully. One technique is to enlarge a building by 
photocopying and then for the children to cut up the building into different parts. This 
will help them to cut out different shapes to create their own buildings. The palace is a 
challenge and you may have silver paper you can use here.  
 

This could be done on a smaller scale by groups of children.  
 

Alternatively, you can make a pop-up card like this one that Dianne makes in her 
school workshops. 
 

Final reflection 

• What was the most challenging part of this process?  

• What would you change?  
 

Key vocabulary 

collage, gondola, canal, palace 
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A Palace for Angelo 

Designing and building a palace for Angelo using recyclable materials. 
 

Indicative lesson length: 2 sessions 

 

Purpose 

At the end of the story, Daniela’s father promises to build another palace for Angelo. The children will use what they know about 
Angelo to design him a new palace.  
 

Preparation 

• Ask the class to collect materials for creating their palaces (e.g. cardboard and other recyclable materials). 
 

Process 

Begin by asking: 
• Would Angelo would have enjoyed living in the glass palace? 
• Why do you think that? One possible response is that it might be a bit too grand for his tastes. 
• What kind of palace would he like? 

Organise the children to work in pairs, small groups or independently to draw initial designs. 
Label the designs with the materials that could be used in the construction. 
When designs are complete, set aside time for the palaces to be built. 
 

Final reflection 

Put the palaces on display and invite parents and carers as well as other classes to come and look around. You could have a 
comments book for people to say what they particularly liked.  
 

Key vocabulary 

design, palace 
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Resource Links 

Books 

Zeraffa Giraffa by Dianne Hofmeyr Jane Ray 
Another super book by Dianne Hofmeyr and Jane Ray. 
 

Augustus and His Smile by Catherine Rayner.  
Augustus the lion has lost his smile. Will he find it again? 
 

The Golden Goose by Roberta Angellotti.  
Another sad princess who is made to laugh. 
 

You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Glass by Ian Graham and Mark Bergin.  
An appealing take on the properties of glass. 

 

Websites 
 

Mask making: 
https://www.firstpalette.com/Craft_themes/Wearables/masquerademask/masquerademask.html 
 

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/kids/lp-kids-activity-make-venetian-mask/ 
 

Glass blowing: 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zh4g9j6 

 

https://www.firstpalette.com/Craft_themes/Wearables/masquerademask/masquerademask.html
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/kids/lp-kids-activity-make-venetian-mask/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/zh4g9j6
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Travel with Kids TV: Venice 

https://www.youtube.com/watch/?v=jgolF6dLCp4 
 

Music 

‘The Four Seasons’ Vivaldi 
‘O Sole Mio’ and other Gondolier songs Luciano Pavarotti 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch/?v=jgolF6dLCp4

